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News & Notes 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
With spring right around the corner (at least that’s what our local 

prognosticator, Rutland Ralph, the regional groundhog says), it can be hard to 

keep students focused on learning.  What can you do to make school a top 

priority for your children?  Keep these simple ideas in mind AND they’re useful 

at any time of year. 

#1.  Make attendance job #1. 

Let your children know that unless they’re sick, they must go to school.  Try to schedule routine dentist and 

doctor appointments after school hours.  If possible, take family vacations during school breaks.  Recognize 

them for their outstanding attendance. 

#2.  Show you care. 

Want your children to know you’re interested in their learning?  Talk about their school activities and 

projects.  If homework and after school activities conflict, speak up: “I know you have basketball practice this 

evening, but homework comes first.  After you finish, I’ll take you to practice.” 

#3.  Keep it upbeat. 

Try to set a positive example for your children, even when your own day has been difficulty.  Instead of 

saying, “I had a hard day at work.  I’ll never get that project done,” try, “Work was hard today, but I made 

some progress on my project.”  If YOU show a positive attitude about your work, your youngsters may feel 

better about their own! 

-Bob Johnson 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
I have always taken opportunity during these late winter months to reflect and refocus 

in preparation of Spring. As I look back at all that we have accomplished since 

September, I am most proud of our focus on school-wide communication with 

families. Through increased communications home via phone, email, evening parent 

programs, and this monthly newsletter we have been able to work with families as a 

team to better support the success of all of our students.  

As we begin wrapping up the year and looking ahead at transitioning to the next grade level I ask that you 

continue to check in with your children on a daily basis. Change is hard and it can be a stressful and 

worrisome time. Our faculty and staff will continue to communicate home with a proactive approach and I 

ask you to do the same. Please do not hesitate to pick up the phone and call if there are any concerns about 

the school day that may arise at home, or if there is any information that would help us in supporting your 

student during the school day. 

-Fieh Chan 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”                                                                    
           -Nelson Mandela 

This winter at EPIC has 

been busy. We now offer 

homework help and 

tutoring daily. Other 

enrichment programs 

include; cooking, Harry 

Potter, 3-D Vermont, 

Robotics, Chess, 

Socializing, Computer 

Lab, Magic the 

Gathering games and Gift Making. Recently the ROBOTICS team 

traveled to Essex High School for competition. Our team placed 19th out 

of 32 teams from around the state. Students, Mr. Cornwell and Mr. 

Adams worked very hard, including some Saturdays, to design and 

build their robot. We are very proud of their efforts. March 7th, 14th, 21st 

and 28th EPIC will travel to Castleton University for swimming. 

Permission slips will need to be signed by parents to participate in this 

activity. Contact Nancy Spalding-Ness for more information 786-1898 

or 779-1309. 

8TH GRADE MATH 
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As an 8th grade math team, we are wrapping up our unit on Systems of 

Linear Equations.  Throughout this unit we used the Proficiency Scales 

for Standards Based Grading to score student work.  Students have 

done a great job shifting from our traditional scoring method to our 

Standards Based method.  Students and teachers have been able to 

make choices about which level assessment each individual is ready to 

take. This unit will soon transition into a unit involving Functions. We 

are looking forward to meeting with students during our student led 

conferences next month and we thank you for being involved and 

working with us as part of our team.  We welcome all communication, 

and ask that you contact us with any questions that may arise. 

      -Kelly Anderson 

      -Taylor Zimmer 

 



FEBRUARY PARENT MEETINGS 
 

Recently we had two informational meetings for parents. On Wednesday, February 1st Mr. 

Chan, Assistant Principal and our Team Leaders (Kelly Anderson, Mathematics; Marisa 

Astin, English; Lisa Boerner, Special Education;  Katie Geno, Social Studies;  Tegan Kirk-

Elkin, Mathematics and Sally Timmons, Unified Arts)) hosted Patricia Aigner, Director of 

Technology, who provided an overview of the Parent Portal component to Infinite Campus.  

The Parent Portal permits parents of students in grades 7–12 to have access to class 

schedules, attendance records and grades through the Parent Portal which is an easy-to-use, 

secure communications tool. Additionally, the Parent Portal enables parents to verify 

household information, including their email address, home address and telephone 

numbers. 

Recently, on Wednesday, February 15, parents met with our Team Leaders as they reviewed 

our efforts to transition to a Standards-Based Grading sy stem for  the r ema inder  of 

this school year, both the 3rd and 4th quarter reporting periods.  While previously employing 

a numerically based system, our transition will align Rutland Middle School with both the 

Intermediate School and the High School in efforts to employ a Standards-based grading 

system.   Standards based grading involves measuring student’s proficiency on well-defined 

course/subject objectives based on the Vermont Standards.   Numerically based assessments 

often provide a global overview of a student’s achievement without really delineating what 

aspects of that instruction and subsequent applications were effective.  A 75% is a 75% 

without an analysis of how that score was derived.  But if we see that the Standard Objective 

in English is, “Write an alternate ending for a story” and the analysis is that the response is 

Advanced, Proficient or Partially Proficient we have a much better understanding of a 

student’s understandings, their application and thought process.   

We plan to have additional parent sessions for those unable to join us for these first two 

meetings.  We hope this information helps you to better under your child’s work with us and 

their efforts in school.  Should you have any questions regarding any of this information, 

please feel free to contact Mr. Chan or me or one of our very capable Team Leaders.  Thank 

you!          

        

-Robert Johnson, Principal 
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7TH GRADE  ELA 

Grade 8 English students are fully immersed in a unit focused 

exclusively on poetry. Ideally, the result will be students embracing, 

and, perhaps, enjoying a type of literature some are rather 

uncomfortable with. Along the way, students develop a solid database 

of poetry terms, as well as a deeper understanding of the elements of 

poetry. The unit will culminate with each student selecting one poem 

from a wide range of renowned writers, examining every detail of the 

poem, and organizing their findings in a substantial final project. This 

unit of study will certainly position students for success as we move 

into Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 

 

8TH GRADE ELA 
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After February break, seventh grade English Language Arts classes will 

be reading memoirs at home as their independent reading choice while 

exploring Shakespeare and Romeo & Juliet in class.   Recently, students 

finished reading The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton.  This classic story about 

Ponyboy and his adventures as a greaser captivated most students.  

After reading the novel, classes focused on developing a claim (thesis), 

supporting the claim with textual evidence and putting all their 

thoughts together in an 

organized argumentative 

essay.  This unit is coming to 

an end, but hopefully students 

will remember the life lessons 

in the novel and why it is 

important to “stay gold” for 

many years.  



“We must use time creatively and forever realize  

that the time is always ripe to do right.” 

                                                                                                                  -Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Many Middle School students participate in a parenting project 

throughout the state.  Each 7th grade student at RMS takes part in the 

parenting project when they are scheduled for the Family and 

Consumer Studies class.  The Flour Baby project at RMS has been part 

of the learning program for the past 6 years. A goal of the parenting 

simulation assignment is for students to acknowledge the huge 

responsibility involved in being a single parent.  This learning 

opportunity can be a challenge to students juggling a busy life style in 

and outside of school.  Time hanging out with friends, sports, school, 

and other activities are often altered during this project.  Students are 

FACS 

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 
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RMS Food Services Update 

We would like to take a moment to discuss our School 

Nutrition Program here in the Rutland City Schools.  Our goal is to 

provide healthy meals to promote student achievement and academic 

success.  The dedicated Food and Nutrition Services team work 

together to develop meals that meet the USDA nutrition guidelines for 

each age group.  We understand that choice and variety is very 

important to students, so we are pleased to offer a multitude of options 

for each student to enjoy.   

The Rutland City Public Schools participates in the National 

School Lunch Program, which is a federally funded program that helps 

to provide nutritionally balanced, reduced cost or no cost meals to 

students daily.  The District only receives funding for each full or 

“reimbursable” meal served to a student.  This means if a student only 

elects to purchase a sandwich or a milk, the student’s meal account will 

be charged for those individual items.  The USDA requires that we offer 

food that meets the criteria of five nutritional categories: Fruit, 

Vegetable, Whole Grain, Milk, and Meat/Meat Alternate.  Students 

must take a half-cup portion of Fruit or Vegetable, and must then select 

a minimum of two more components to have what is considered a full 

meal.  If the student chooses to not select a fruit or a vegetable, their 

account will be charged.  As a participating member of the Community 

Eligibility Program with the State of Vermont, we are able to offer a 

nutritious breakfast and lunch to each student at no cost.  In order to 

continue our involvement in the Community Eligibility Program, 

students must take a full meal for each meal period attended.   

 Please stress the importance of choosing fruits and vegetables 

to your child/children.  After all, fruits and vegetables are an important 

part of making a balanced meal for people of any age.  Even if your 

child/children do not wish to consume the fruit or vegetable, they can 

place it on the school’s sharing table, which will benefit those in the 

community who need the nutrition most. If you have any questions 

about the Food Service Department, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Sean Miller 

Food Service Director 

6 Church St 

Rutland VT 05701 

Phone: (802)786-1938 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


