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News & Notes 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Spring Weather---Spring Attire 

As the weather warms and we no longer need winter attire, we sometimes 

experience students wearing clothing that does not necessarily reflect the 

serious work of an educational institution.  There is a “Dress Code” (page 30) in 

the Student/Family Handbook and it does list some limitations: 

 Students may not wear pajamas or hats while at RMS (except for special 

school related occasions). 

 Coats, jackets and backpacks must be left in student’s locker during the school day. 

 No tank tops, halter tops or “spaghetti” straps are allowed. 

 No exposure of undergarments at any time. 

The intent, obviously, is to convey to students that their business this day is educational, not social, and 

that we need to dress appropriately given the serious nature of the work.  We appreciate your support in 

providing an environment that is supportive of our instructional efforts and that of your child.  Should 

you have any questions regarding this information, please contact one of the building administrators.  

Thank you! 

-Bob Johnson 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Spring has sprung at Rutland Middle School! It is one of my favorite seasons; 

however, warming weather and the accompanying signs of spring can be a 

challenge for students as we focus on the learning at hand and on finishing this 

school year strong. In an effort to minimize distractions and help students 

refocus on the very important work they are engaged in, a friendly reminder 

about cell phones and other electronic devices: 

 Cell phones and electronic devices are to be stored in student lockers  during the school day. 

 Access to cell phones and electronic devices are allowed only during breakfast before students 

enter at 7:40am and after dismissal at 2:26pm. 

 If a parent/guardian needs to reach a student during the school day please call our main office at 

802-773-1960. 

 In the event a student is found with a cell phone during the school day, administration will notify 

their parent/guardian and it will be held in the main office for pick up. 

-Fieh Chan 



                        “Life is an endless process of self-discovery.” 

                                        -John W. Gardner 

Over the last few weeks, eighth grade students participated in the 3rd 

Annual Mock Vermont Legislature Project.  As part of this project, 

students learned about individual legislators, examined current bills in 

this legislative session, and researched key issues that potential 

legislation is designed to address.  After building a level of expertise on 

key pieces of potential legislation, students participated in committees 

where these bills were presented, debated over, and finally, voted on.  

The bills considered by each committee were selected by student 

interest and each committee was chaired by students.  Finally, the 

entire eighth grade spent an afternoon as an entire group in the 

“General Assembly” where students debated key legislation that had 

been passed out of committee.  Issues discussed included raising the 

State Minimum Wage to $15 an hour, raising the smoking age to 21, 

improving conditions for housing of pets, and whether or not to allow 

at least one casino in Vermont.  Joining our student representatives 

were Rutland City representatives in Montpelier: Doug Gage, Peter 

Fagan, and Larry Cupoli.  

8TH GRADE MATH 

ANNUAL MOCK VERMONT LEGISLATURE 
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As an 8th grade math team, we just began a unit on functions.  This 

unit will allow us to explore nonlinear relationships for the first time.  

Students will be able to determine whether a set of ordered pairs is in 

fact a function or not, and then start to explore the differences between 

linear and nonlinear functions.  Throughout this unit we will continue 

to use the Proficiency Scales for Standards Based Grading to score 

student work. Some students also completed their brackets to predict 

the winners of the March Madness tournament!  We did some work in 

class to look at the statistics behind the results of past tournaments.  

We will continue to look at the mathematics scattered throughout the 

many different aspects of the well-known tournament.   

 

      -Kelly Anderson 

      -Taylor Zimmer 



VISUAL ARTS 
 

The Chaffee Art Center will once again be hosting the 
annual Student Art Exhibit. This show  gives young artists 
from dozens of Vermont schools the opportunity to see their artwork 
displayed in the Chaffee’s professional gallery. The 
2017 Student Art Exhibit will be on display from April 7 to May 
19 with the theme is Our Global Community. This year’s exhibit 
aims to celebrate our differences and bond over our commonalities 
found in Our Global Community! 
Mark your calendars! 
Friday, April 7th, 2016, 3:30-6:30pm Opening Day and Reception 

Friday, May 19 th,  2016 Final Day of Show 

 

The Rutland City Public Schools is celebrating “Arts In Our Schools” 
during the month of March. Student artwork grades K-12 is now on 
display in the Longfellow building throughout March. Many 

concerts will also be 
held, so look out for 
numerous special 
performances! 

 

RMS Prints currently 
on display at the 
Superintendent’s 
office in Longfellow 
for Arts In Out 

Schools Month 
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7TH GRADE ELA 

In English, the 8th grade is finishing up its Poetry Unit. Poets we have 

studied include, but are not limited to: Frost, Dickinson, Yeats, 

Whitman, and Cummings. A main objective was to give students as 

broad a knowledge of poetry as they were willing to pursue. Through 

the culminating project, students focus on one specific poem of their 

choice. Along with reading the poem closely, researching the poet, and 

analyzing all of its components, students are in the process of 

organizing a presentation of their learning. As we transition to Romeo 

and Juliet in the coming days, we feel confident our students are 

prepared to tackle the challenges of Shakespeare. We are excited to get 

our classes involved in acting out one of the greatest plays ever written; 

a play with universal themes that are quite relevant to the lives of 

teenagers. 

 

8TH GRADE ELA 

  4 

Seventh grade students have read an abridged version of William 

Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet in English class. As they read the play 

aloud, they took parts and used simple props and staging to better 

understand the story. Throughout the unit, the students impressed 

Mrs. Celauro and Mrs. Astin with their strong analysis of plot and 

character, their insightful interpretation of figurative language, and 

their identification of the play’s universal themes.  The culminating 

project required students to rewrite a scene from the play using modern 

stylized language (rapper, hippie, western, etc.). The students worked 

in partners and presented their scene to the class. The scenes were 

entertaining, witty and most importantly, the students’ writing 

demonstrated their accurate comprehension of Shakespeare’s complex 

language. 



                           “The business of life is to go forward.” 

                                                    -Samuel Johnson 

March capped a very successful season for the Rutland Middle School Rock Climbing Team.   Our largest 

team ever did extremely well; each climber on the team demonstrated significant growth over the season with 

some climbers raising their scores by over 1000 points.  The hard work of the team was demonstrated as our 

team took 2nd Place in the Western Division of the SIRCA Climbing League and then 2nd Place in what was a 

statistical tie (20,100 vs. 20,150) in the Vermont State Climbing Championship.  This improved our standing 

from 4th Place last year.  Thanks to everyone for a great season and for their hard work and dedication to the 

team.  Ms. Zimmer and Mr. Cornwell are extremely proud of everyone on the team and thankful for the 

unwavering support of parents and families of our climbers. 

ROCK CLIMBING CLUB 

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 
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 BETTER HEARING AND SPEECH MONTH 

Did you know that May is “Better Hearing and Speech Month?”  As the speech-

language pathologist at Rutland Middle School hearing, speech and language 

are my focus.  I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some 

statistics on hearing loss and tips for maintaining your hearing.   According to 

www.hearingloss.org:  

About 48 million Americans report some degree of hearing loss 

2-3 in every 1000 children born in America have a measurable hearing loss 
Hearing loss is the third most common physical condition after arthritis 

and heart disease. 
Noise-induced hearing loss can happen slowly over time. Being exposed to 
everyday noises such as listening to loud music can eventually lead to a hearing 
loss. 
 

Keep in mind that noise induced hearing loss is preventable!  To keep your 
hearing healthy it is important to remain mindful of the noise that surrounds 
you.  Be sure to keep music from speakers or ear buds turned down.  Here are 
some helpful hints from www.asha.org: 

How can I tell if I am listening to dangerous noise levels? 

 You must raise your voice to be heard. 

 You can't hear someone 3 feet away from you. 

 Speech around you sounds muffled or dull after you leave the noisy area. 
You have pain or ringing in your ears (this is called "tinnitus") after exposure to 

noise. 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

IMPORTANT DATES 

NECAP Update: 

In order to ensure an optimal testing environment, RMS  has adjusted our 

Science NECAP test dates  to May 15, 18, & 19. 

Spring Concert: 

On Monday, May 22, the Rutland Middle School Music Department will 

present the Spring Choral Concert featuring the 7th and 8th grade 

choruses.  The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. in the RIS/RMS 

Auditorium.  Admission is free and open to the public.  

8th Grade Celebration: 

The RMS student council is sponsoring an 8th grade celebration in the evening 

the week of June 19. Any parents that w ould like to  help to  organize 

this event should contact Mrs. Geno at  786-1789 or kathleen.geno@rcpsvt.org  

 

 

http://www.hearingloss.org
mailto:kathleen.geno@rcpsvt.org

