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Principals’ Points 

DEB HATHAWAY, RMS PRINCIPAL 
Rutland Middle School is off to a fabulous start.  
Teachers and students have been working on com-
munity building activities and developing skills to 
guide students in the learning process.  The first 
assembly was a lot of fun while we all learned 
more about the teachers in our building.  Teams 
have also voted on names that were student gen-
erated.  Rutland Middle School has two seventh 
and two eighth grade teams.  During REAL we will 
be focusing on Responsibility, Excellence, Ac-

ceptance and Leadership as part of our PBIS work.   

As part of districtwide work RMS will be introducing the See Some-
thing, Say Something curriculum to students during the REAL advisory 
block.  Please see the enclosed brochure which describes this important 
safety program.  We will begin the See Something, Say Something activ-
ities the week of September 17th. It will take several weeks to work with 
students and complete all of the activities.   

Parents of RMS students can monitor academic progress through the 
campus portal.  Please return the signed user agreement to the school 
so your account can be accessed.  This is an easy convenient way to 
monitor progress.   

I look forward to working with you and your child(ren) this year! 

 

SHARON NAPALITANO, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR 

We are off and running with the new school year.  Smiles were abun-
dant our first few days of school as we met and got to know our new 
teachers.  I was happy to see so many familiar faces and begin to learn 
new names and faces.   

Our special education teams this year are Mrs. Borkowski and Mrs. 
Gillam who run the Fundamentals Program, Mrs. Henry-Beauchamp 
who runs the Positive Opportunity for Development Program, Mrs. 
Boerner, the 7th grade resource teacher and Ms. Pinson, the 8th grade 
resource teacher.  Mrs. Dayton is our Speech and Language Pathologist 
at RMS and RIS.  Mrs. Cavalieri is our Physical Therapist and Mrs. 
Slenker is our Occupational Therapist.   

All parents/guardians will have received a welcome letter from their 
student’s case manager and some will have received invitations to par-
ticipate in amendment meetings to update their student’s IEP if needed.  
If you have not received an invitation for an amendment meeting, no 
worries!  No notice means your student’s IEP is good to go.  We will fol-
low all amendments with annual IEP meetings on the designated dates.   

If you have any questions, please call your student’s case manager 
immediately.  I look forward to talking to and seeing parents I know 
and introduction myself to parents I have yet to meet.   

Happy New Year! 

APPROPRIATE 
SCHOOL CLOTHES 

Now is a good time to 
review the school dress 
code with your student so 
you’re on the same page 
about what to wear. For 
instance, tank tops, halter 
tops, or “spaghetti” straps 
are not allowed. Dress 
and appearance are con-
sidered the responsibility 
of the student and her/his 
parents or guardians. 
Suggest that your child 
keep school clothes and 
shoes separate from those 
for working out or wear-
ing around the house. 
This will make choosing 
outfit easier. 



We welcome our new crop of 
mathematicians to eighth grade!  
They’ve been troopers, staying 
engaged throughout this persis-
tent heat wave! 

During the first few weeks of 
school, we focus on building best 
mathematical practices to ensure 
that our students have a safe 
learning environment where they 

can take risks.  Students are given 
mathematical challenges, such as 
the Marshmallow Challenge and 
the 4 Fours Problem, in order to 
practice the transferable skill of 
perseverance.  Knowing the im-
portance of organization in our 
classrooms, students will be cre-
ating their own math notebooks 
that they will use as a resource 
throughout the year.  Ask them 
about the “doodle sheets” they 
will complete as a learning tool to 
engage their brain! 

Mathematically, our focus in 
September will be learning about 
the properties of triangles and 
polygons and using transfor-

mations to manipulate 2-
dimensional shapes.  This unit 
will allow us to explore some geo-
metric concepts for the first time.  
Throughout this unit we will con-
tinue to use the Proficiency Scales 
for Standards Based Grading to 
score the student’s work in the 
areas of math content and the 
transferable skills.  

We look forward to seeing all of 
you at the Open House being held 
on Thursday, September 13th 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
  

Pati Beaumont &  

Stephanie LaFountain 

8TH GRADE MATH 

  

Greetings World Lan-
guage Students!  We hope 
that you have enjoyed the 
start of the year as we ex-
plore greetings and other 
basic conversational expres-
sions in French and Span-
ish.  We would like to re-
mind students that they 
should be studying their 
target language for at least 
twenty minutes daily – 
Read it!  Write it!  Say 
it!  Hear it!  We look for-
ward to the year ahead!    

Madame Filskov and  

Señora Desjardins 

8TH GRADE ENGLISH 

Eighth grade English students 
are off to a great start. If the first 
week of school is any indication, we 
expect a very productive and suc-
cessful school year. Students ex-
pressed themselves in a variety of 
ways through our introductory “get-
to-know-you” activity. The commit-
ment to the assignment, especially 
considering the proximity to sum-
mer break, was quite impressive. 

Ms. Pringle and Mr. Trombetta 
read a couple poems with their clas-
ses and introduced some overarch-
ing themes that will resonate in 
their classrooms throughout the 
rest of the school year. Classes will 
b e g i n  r e a d i n g  t h e  n o v e l 
“Tangerine,” by Edward Bloor, be-
ginning the week of September, 
10th. 

LIFE SCIENCE AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

 

It has a been a wonderful and 
busy start of the school year! 
Students have signed Lab Safety 
Contracts in Science class and 
will be bringing them home for 
parents or guardians to sign as 
well. The contracts detail how to 
be safe in a Science lab and are a 
pledge to act accordingly. With-
out a signed contract, students 
can’t participate in lab. Also, 
please check out your student’s 
new Science binder and ask them 
what we are doing in class! We 
are currently starting our first 
unit on investigate Science skills.  



  

The 7th grade World History 
classes have had an excellent 
start to the new year. It is won-
derful to meet a new group of 
7th grade students. We have 
jumped into our study Ancient 
Greece. Students have examined 
the physical geography of An-
cient Greece and how that im-
pacted life in Ancient Greece. 
They are reading about the rise 
of Ancient Greece in the text-
book. Next we will examine 
Greek Democracy and compare 
their form of government to the 

government in the United 
States. The standards we are 
focusing on are “use of content 
evidence,” and “determining 
central ideas and key details in 
reading.” In our study of world 
history this year, we will focus 
on key events that are turning 
points in history and important 
people that impacted history. 
We will also examine the key 
elements of culture and connect 
those to the different time peri-
ods that we study.  

7TH GRADE HISTORY  

7TH GRADE ELA 

We are beginning our school 
year reviewing plot through the 
reading of short stories.  We are 
reading short stories in class, 
but students will be inde-
pendently reading realistic fic-
tion out of class.  Please look at 
the book options for independ-
ent reading and help your stu-
dent choose a book that is ap-
propriate for him or her.  The 

list can be accessed at our  web-
site:   https://sites.google.com/
r c p s v t . o r g / r m s 7 e l a /
i n d e p e n d e n t - r e a d i n g /
september-october-realistic-
fiction .  Our first whole-class 
novel will be Bread and Roses, 
Too by Katherine Paterson, 
which was the Vermont Reads 
book for 2018.  We plan on be-
ginning this later in the month.   

UNIFIED ARTS NEWS  

Students during PE this term will be in 
the Keefe gym participating in basketball, 
badminton, volleyball, and tennis. Stu-
dents will also be outside on Flaitz field 
participating in frisbee, soccer, softball, 
and flag football. Please make sure your student 
has a change of clothes and a water bottle! 
Again, this year students will complete the four 
fitness assessments. The sit and reach, curl-ups, 
push-ups, and the pacer test. Scores from the 
7th grade will be sent to the state and analyzed 
through the Every Student Succeeds Act. If you 
have any questions about Physical Education at 
RMS please feel free to contact me. 

 

Other Unified Arts News: 

 

Family and Consumer Sciences: Flour Babies 
will be with your student for two weeks starting 
the week of September 17. Contact Mrs. Tobin 
with questions. 

Art Education: Art club will be after school on 
Wednesdays starting in October. Contact Ms. 
Timmons with questions. 

.   



RMS  EPIC 
EPIC afterschool has begun.  Stu-

dents are asked to check into the cafete-
ria by 2:35 and ends promptly at 5pm 
each day.  Students who are headed to 
sports, are welcome to come back to 
EPIC after practice, if it is before 
5pm.  Bussing will begin on Monday 
September 10th.  Families must indi-
cate a need for bussing on the registra-
tion form.  A 48 hour turnaround may 
be applicable to ensure bussing for 
needed students.   

Current clubs offered afterschool 

Dungeons and Dragons (Mon & 
Thurs) 

Robotics (Friday) 

Origami (Monday) 

Cooking (Wednesday) 

Art Expression (Tuesday) 

Crafting (Friday) 

Tutoring (Wednesday) 

Ukulele (Wednesday) 

Scrabble your mind with Board 
games  (Tuesday-Thursday) 

Questions about EPIC,  call 779-1309  

Elizabeth Coltey -Site Coordinator 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

67 Library Avenue 

Rutland,  VT 05701 
 

Phone: 802-773-1960 

rcpsvt.org 

SOCIAL SKILLS  

The Social 
Skills class is 
currently work-
ing on intro-
ducing the con-
cept of Restora-
tive Practices/ 
Justice within 
the class. So far 
we have had 
several wel-
coming circles 
that have al-
lowed students 
t o  b e c o m e 
more comforta-
ble with the practice. Although reluctant at first, students 
have slowly begun to familiarize themselves with the cir-
cle practices. Students have just started the book Touch-
ing Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen, which depicts a scenario 
where restorative practices became essential to saving a 
boy’s life. Additional students have worked on group dis-
cussions that require them to think about how to best 
handle a given situation; responsibly, respectfully and 
doing the right thing. 

Amy Labate,, Nancy Spalding-Ness  andLaura Lyle 


